
What can I do to minimize 
human-coyote interactions?

Living With 
Coyotes

Get Involved
Join the BCC Project
It is only  with the help of an educated and 
empowered community  that we can minimize 
human-coyote interactions. We need a group 
of committed resident volunteers in to help us 
implement the BCC framework. Email 
beachcoyotecoalition@gmail.com to get involved. 
Please include your name and address.

Join our mailing list
If you would like to receive updates on this 
topic, be sure to join our mailing list. Simply 
send an email to beachcoyotecoalition@gmail.com. 
Please include your name and address.

Support a coyote feeding ban
In light of recent human-coyote interactions, 
the Association for the Protection of Fur-
Bearing Animals, Coyote Watch Canada, and 
Toronto Wildlife Centre have called on Toronto 
City Council to enact a by-law banning the 
feeding of coyotes on private property.

This bylaw would be a strong deterrent to 
individuals who would otherwise continue to 
feed coyotes. Communities across the 
province (including Niagara Falls, Whitby  and 
Hamilton) have already  implemented similar 
bylaws, with great success. Ask Councillor 
Mary  Margaret McMahon to work with us to 
implement this program.

Connect with us!
www.beachcoyotecoalition.org

Compassion * Coexistence * Community

www.beachcoyotecoalition.org

Facilitated by:

• Never feed coyotes or any wild animals
• Keep pet food indoors
• Secure garbage bins and compost
• Remove excess bird seed from your lawn
• Remove fallen tree fruit
• Keep cats indoors
• Keep dogs attended and leashed, 

especially small dogs
• Report feedings to BCC and Toronto Animal 

Services
• Report sightings to BCC
• Call on councillors to pass the feeding ban

Seeing a coyote should not be cause for alarm. 
Like all other urban wildlife, they’re looking for 
food, water and shelter. However, if the coyote 
is approaching you or is in an area that you’re 
not comfortable with (your backyard, a busy 
park, etc.), follow the 5 S’s:

1) Stop.
2) Stand still.
3) Shout “Go Away!” while waving your arms 

high in the air.
4) Slowly back away (don’t run). If you have a 

dog, do not let him/her chase the coyote.
5) Share your sighting with Beach Coyote 

Coalition, using the website form or by email.

What do I do if I see one?
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About Coyotes
The loss of habitat due to development has led 
to many  species of wildlife adapting to urban 
environments, including squirrels, raccoons 
and more recently, coyotes. 

While urban wildlife is a reality  of city  living,  
the overwhelming majority and intensity of 
interactions with these animals is largely 
under human control. This is especially  true 
for coyotes, who avoid people unless they are 
intentionally  fed or have grown accustomed 
to “human-provided” sources of food. This 
pamphlet provides a brief overview of the 
issues that arise when coyotes become 
habituated to people, and what we, as a 
community, can do about it.

The landscape of Ontario has dramatically 
changed since the Europeans first arrived, with 
large predators like bears, cougars, and wolves 
being pushed out, only  to be replaced by 
smaller animals like the highly  intelligent and 
adaptable Eastern Coyote.

Much like birds, squirrels, raccoons and other 
animals, coyotes have found a permanent home 
in Toronto. Incredibly beneficial to the natural 
ecosystem, coyotes help keep rodent 
populations under control and are often 
referred to as ‘nature’s cleanup crew’. 

Why are they here?

Coyotes are naturally  very shy, and will normally 
avoid humans at all costs. Unfortunately, when 
a food source presents itself in an urban 
environment, it is an attractant to various 
wild animals, including coyotes. This in turn 
brings them deeper into residential areas, 
increasing the risk for close encounters. While 
conflict with humans is incredibly  rare, 
acclimatized coyotes have been known to clash 
with companion animals, who, if small, can be 
indistinguishable from coyotes’ natural prey, or, 
if larger, can be viewed as competitors for food. 

The best and only way to keep urban coyotes at 
an ideal distance from people and residential 
areas is to remove all active food sources, both 
intentional (hand-outs) and unintentional (pet 
food left outdoors, unsecured garbage/compost, 
and so on). Removing active food sources, 
along with proper resident education and the 
enforcement of appropriate by-laws, is the best 
and only  effective way  to keep coyotes wild and 
minimize human-coyote interactions. 

So what’s the problem?

Won’t feeding coyotes keep 
pets safe?
Unfortunately, no. Feeding coyotes will only 
make them less cautious of people, habituating 
them to residential areas and dramatically 
increasing the likelihood of interactions with 
companion animals.

What do I do if I know 
someone is feeding coyotes?
Feeding wildlife can – and often does – result in 
conflict. From birds and squirrels to raccoons 
and coyotes, it throws the natural ecosystem 
out of balance. It also teaches the animals that 
people and their properties are valid food 
sources; we want them to believe the 
opposite. When the BCC project becomes 
aware of individuals feeding wildlife, educational 
information can be provided and other 
components of the coexistence plan can be put 
into place.

As the BCC project (and its partners) push for a 
c i ty-wide coyote feeding ban, please 
discourage your neighbours from feeding 
coyotes and refer them to our website. If a 
neighbour continues feeding coyotes, please 
notify  Beach Coyote Coalition (by  email) as well 
as Toronto Animals Services (416-338-7297). 
This will help us isolate problem areas and 
develop a strategy  to prevent any potential 
conflicts. Your contact information will be kept 
confidential. 

Coexistence is not 
only possible, it’s 
the only effective 

approach. 


